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The Third Healthcare Associated Infections Prevalence Survey   
 
It is now a decade since the second national prevalence survey was carried out and 
published.  There have been many changes in the provision of healthcare since then, both in 
terms of the practice of medicine and in the way that services are run. The Department of 
Health (England) has awarded a grant to conduct a new survey in order to establish the 
extent of the current burden of HCAIs in acute hospitals. 
 
A third Prevalence Survey will take place over a three month period from mid-February to 
mid-May 2006.  This has been funded by the Department of Health and is being led by the 
Hospital Infection Society, along with the Infection Control Nurses Association.  The lead for 
the Hospital Infection Society in the survey is Dr Ed Smyth in Belfast.  Over 130 hospitals in 
England have expressed an interest in taking part in the survey and it is hoped that 
approximately 50,000 patients will be surveyed - 37,000 were surveyed in the last National 
Prevalence Survey in 1993/4. Criticisms of the last study have been taken into account during 
the design of the current survey. In order to provide timely data analysis, the amount of 
information to be collected for each patient has been reduced.  Participating trusts/hospitals 
will have access to their own results via a secure web link. This should facilitate the 
production of local reports.  
 
Wales, Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland are also conducting similar studies at the 
same time and a prevalence survey in Scotland is already underway.  The studies have been 
structured so that the results can be combined to give a UK and Republic of Ireland 
prevalence rate. 
 
From January 2006 a central co-ordinator and eleven regional co-ordinators will be organising 
the survey throughout the country.  Regional symposia have been organized at which details 
of the survey and level of commitment required for participation will be outlined. The symposia 
will be of half-day duration are taking place during January and February; invitations to these 
have been sent out. The symposia are open to anyone interested in the survey. It is important 
that microbiologists make up part of the surveillance team in hospitals and their attendance is 
encouraged. 
 
For more information on the survey, or if you wish to attend a symposium, please contact your 
local co-ordinator. 
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